
 

 

Monthly Newsletter  

All are Welcome to our Service, a Spiritual Celebration, Sundays at 10:30 am followed by food 

and fellowship at an informal coffee hour. Children join us for service and there are special areas 

for them in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. All who attend are asked to bring a ‘finger food’ to 

share coffee hour, if possible, and help with setup and cleanup are always appreciated. We are 

a welcoming congregation and our building is handicap accessible. 

Upcoming Services 

April 1  Easter Sunday.  The Jesus they never tell us about. 

April 8   Rev. Dr.  Michelle Walsh guest preacher. 

April 15   The Earth Cries Out.   Earth Day is next week, but every day should be 

earth day 

April 22   Earth Day.   The first Earth day was 1970.   A movement has been built 

and it is huge. 

April 29  Meditation of the Fifth Principle.  We affirm and promote the right of 

conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and 

in society at large. 



 

Church History Items Wanted 

A book on the history of All Souls Church is almost complete.  I would like the help 

of members and friends to finish it.  If you have information on the following 

items, please email me at dianar9@comcast.net or mail to the church:  annual 

reports, church directories and old Chimes would be helpful.   The sections of the 

book from 1900 to present include:  board members, committee chairs, special 

committees, renewal fund activities, special gifts to the church, time line of 

important events, groups using the church, church groups, 100th anniversary, 

music and poetry written by members, list of those welcomed into church 

membership, church weddings, child dedications, ministers’ photos and 

information.  Please forward by May 30th.   Thank you for any information.   

~ Diana Althouse 

Church mailing address is All Souls Church PO Box 850219  Braintree, MA 02185  

 

 

Minister’s Corner  

One of the most cherished spiritual practices of Unitarian Universalist 

Congregations is that time in our service when we share our joys, sorrows and 

concerns.  We reserve this time for sharing at the same time as our centering 

hymn, and the spoken and silent mediation given by the Service Leader or 

Minister. 

This part of our service came to us as the tradition of many New England 

Congregational churches called “prayers of the people.”   The congregants offered 

short prayers relating to their personal lives, their hopes, their health and the 

health of their dearest friends and relatives.  The congregation then included 

these shared prayers in their own silent prayers of the heart. 

Given the spiritual and prayerful nature of the Joys and Concerns, many 

congregants hope that all the sharing will be deeply personal and heartfelt.  
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However, it is inevitable that occasionally a participant in the worship service will 

see this time of sharing as an opportunity for making an announcement.   

It has been suggested by the Worship Committee and the Board of the 

congregation that we remind the congregation of our agreements.  We welcome 

announcements that are given in writing to the service assistant before the 

service, or presented orally at a designated time during the fellowship hour 

following the service.   

As the minister, it is my responsibility is to help congregants experience the 

service as a time of reflection and reaffirmation of our deepest values.  There is a 

time for meditation and sharing of our hearts, and there is another time for 

announcements.  Let us find the right time, for each. 

~ Rev. Clyde Grubbs 

Book Group 

Our April book group meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3 at 7:00 PM in the Elliott 

Room. For April, we have chosen a selection from the "UU Common Read" book 

list, Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning and Connection for the America 

We Want, by Frances Moore Lappe and Adam Eichen.  We have extended an 

invitation to the UU church community in Weymouth and Quincy to join in the 

discussion of April 3rd's book --- one of the two UU Common Reads this year.      

Our May book group meeting will be on Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00 PM in the Elliott 

Room. For May, we have chosen to read Zeitoun, a highly-acclaimed work of non-

fiction by Dave Eggers. 

Here's a brief description of Zeitoun from Amazon.com: 

The true story of one family, caught between America’s two biggest policy 

disasters: the war on terror and the response to Hurricane Katrina.  

Abdulrahman and Kathy Zeitoun run a house-painting business in New Orleans. In 

August of 2005, as Hurricane Katrina approaches, Kathy evacuates with their four 

young children, leaving Zeitoun to watch over the business. In the days following 

the storm he travels the city by canoe, feeding abandoned animals and helping 

elderly neighbors. Then, on September 6th, police officers armed with M-16s 



arrest Zeitoun in his home. Told with eloquence and compassion, Zeitoun is a 

riveting account of one family’s unthinkable struggle with forces beyond wind and 

water. 

As always, we welcome you to join us for great conversation, light refreshments, 

and warm friendship! 

 

 

Tickets are available through our website or at church Sundays after service. 



 

ALL SOULS 2018-2019 PLEDGE DRIVE 

The Pledge Drive at All Souls Church is officially underway!  If you have pledged in 

the past, you should receive your personalized pledge card on Sunday morning or 

in the mail.  Please return it by Sunday, April 15th with your estimate of giving for 

the coming 2018-19 church year.   This will help our church leaders develop a 

realistic budget for the coming year.   

If you have not pledged in the past, you can find a blank pledge form in the 

church foyer, or use the form below.             

                                                               

 

Nurture your spirit                      Help heal the world 

There are many reasons to be glad to be a part of the All Souls Church 

community.  Perhaps you appreciate our thoughtful Sunday services, shared UU 

values, the loving support of our community, or our commitment to making the 

world a better place.  Whatever it is that you hold dear in this community, please 

know that your financial support of All Souls Church is key to our ability to survive 

and thrive in a changing world.   Please be as generous as you can be so that All 

Souls Church can be the best that we can be!   

With sincere thanks for your generosity, 

The Board of Trustees, All Souls Church 

 

 

 

Writing Group 

Our April theme will be HOPE.  meeting will be Wednesday, the 25th, 4 pm in the 

Elliott room. 



ALL SOULS CHURCH OF BRAINTREE 

PLEDGE FOR THE 2018—2019 CHURCH YEAR 

Date:    _____________________ 

Name:    __________________________________           

Address:    __________________________________   City, State, Zip:  

__________________________________ 

Telephone:    __________________________________    

E-mail:    __________________________________    

My estimated annual financial commitment is: $_________. 

I expect to pay :   $______ per week     $_____ per month 

 $______other_____________________ 

In addition, I will make a contribution to the Annual Program Fund (APF) (formerly 

Fair Share) of:  $_______________    

   (See below for more information about APF) 

I intend to complete payment of this estimate of giving between July 1, 2018 and 

June 30, 2019.       

    Signed:  ______________________________  

 I understand that if circumstances change, the pledge amount may be revised by 

contacting the Treasurer, Mary Mitchell, at 781-380-3574 or TBular@aol.com. 

Please return your completed form to the pledge box in the All Souls Church foyer 

just outside the sanctuary door  

 or mail to:   

Stewardship Campaign, All Souls Church P.O. Box 850219 Braintree, MA   02185  

 

  



ABOUT THE ANNUAL PROGRAM FUND (APF) CONTRIBUTION 

Our denominational organizations, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

and the New England Region (NER), assess UU congregations an annual fee.  This 

fee used to be called “Fair Share” and was based on $79 per member.  Now it is 

called the “Annual Program Fund” (APF) request and its calculation is based upon 

the prior year’s expenditures of each congregation.  The 2018-19 APF request to 

All Souls Church is $5,735.  This amounts to $86 per member.  Because our church 

budget cannot absorb a fee of this size, we ask that you make a contribution to All 

Souls Church (checks should be payable to “All Souls Church”) that is earmarked 

for APF in the memo line.  We will forward your gift to the APF to supplement the 

modest amount funded by All Souls’ operating budget.   With your APF 

contribution, we can get closer to the expected fee and support the growth of our 

Unitarian Universalist movement.               

 

From the Office 

 

April 2018 

Please visit our website for the Online Calendar    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://30boxes.com/widget/8162055/OfficeAdmin/740b2bcc0cace1c08f16f93490e9bc23/0/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Souls Church of Braintree 
Unitarian Universalist 
P.O. Box 850219  
Braintree, MA 02185-0219 

                      

781-843-1388  www.allsoulsbraintreechurch.org 
www.allsoulsbraintree.org 
The Reverend Clyde Grubbs, Minister 
The Reverend Meredith Anderson, Minister Emerita 
Jacob Clapper, Musical Director 
Maggy Evans, Office Administrator 
office@allsoulsbraintree.org 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  All Souls Church  
Calendar Highlights – read our newsletter for all the details 

 

Sunday April 1 at 12 noon Newcomers Meetup 
Sunday April 1 at 7 pm  Hand Drumming 
Monday April 2 at 7:30 pm Chalice Circle 
Tuesday April 3 at 7 pm  Book Group 
Friday April 6 at 7 pm  Spring Mindfulness Workshop 
Sunday April 8 at 12 noon Development Committee 
Monday April 9 at 7 pm  Singing Meditation  
Thursday April 12 evening Tea setup 
Friday April 13 evening  Tea setup 
Saturday April 14 at 3 pm An English Tea $20 per person 
Sunday April 15 at 12 noon Open Meeting Pledge and Annual Program meeting in Elliot Room 

http://www.allsoulsbraintree.org/
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Tuesday April 17 at 7 pm Board of Trustees 
Friday April 20 at 7 pm  Spring Mindfulness Workshop 
Tuesday April 24 at 7 pm Buddhist Reflections 
Tuesday April 24 at 7:15 pm Social Action Committee 
Saturday April 28 at 10 am So. Shore LGBT Seniors and Friends Brunch 
Saturday April 28 at 6 pm Pot Luck Supper 
Sunday April 29 at 12 noon Budget Hearing in Sanctuary 
 


