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   The Chimes       
                   
 
 

 
December 2022            Monthly Newsletter 

 

 
 
 

Development and Engagement Committee 
 
The 28th annual Dickens Festival was an overall success on multiple levels.  On a beautiful day, 
we opened the doors of our historic building to hundreds of people, welcoming them with smiles 
and a friendly atmosphere. 

All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church welcomes all people to 
our faith community. Sunday service is multi-platform at 10:30 
am. We gather in person in our sanctuary with safety protocols 
in place; assistive listening devices and large print orders of 
service are available. Our service is also live-streamed on Zoom 
and Facebook. The Zoom link for All Souls services is 
https://zoom.us/j/96571006038   If the technology is a barrier, 
call in by phone 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID: 965 7100 
6038    Our Facebook page is 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsBraintree  Coffee hour 
takes place after service in our parish hall for food and 
fellowship.  All are welcome.  

The Reverend Beau Rivers, Minister 
  The Reverend Meredith Anderson, Minister Emerita 

Jacob Clapper, Musical Director 
Maggy Evans, Administrator 

781 843-1388      
allsoulsbraintree@gmail.com 

ascbraintree@gmail.com 
www.allsoulsbraintree.org 

https://zoom.us/j/96571006038
https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsBraintree
mailto:allsoulsbraintree@gmail.com
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Our church community came together in cooperation to bring back an in person celebration 
after a couple years of being online.  It took months of work of planning, promotion, set up, 
decorating, baking, etc. before the satisfying and exhausting day arrived.  And it was our best 
fundraiser of the year. 
 
We baked and sold a record number of apple pies.  Most of the other categories of baked 
goods sold out completely. We had a great mixture of raffle prizes that drew people to buy 
around 1,500 tickets. Recruitment of vendors started slowly, but we ended up with 27 talented 
and eclectic artisans which was five more than in the past.  They reported that they experienced 
healthy sales and a good time.   
 
A big thanks goes out to everyone who helped to pull this off one more time.  Many of you 
participated in multiple areas and that is what it took to do what we did. 
 
Next on our schedule is a special December potluck at 6 pm on Saturday December 17.  The 
rumor is that there will be a limited offering of the Gobbler sandwich, our traditional Dickens style 
turkey/stuffing/cranberry sauce creation.  We hope to see folks at this early holiday celebration.   
 
Tom Bularzik/Roger Hatch co-chairs 
 

Notes we have received from some artisans and others at the Dickens Festival 
 
“We had a lovely time at the Dickens Event yesterday. We hope to participate again next year.” 
 
“Thank you for a great day! We enjoyed ourselves!!” 
 
“Thank you for a wonderful faire!” 
 
“It was a wonderful festival!  Thank you for all the hard work that made it possible! 
Happy holidays!” 
 
 A prizewinner picking up her prize said she had gone to five craft fairs on Saturday and ours was 
the best one.  
 
Another prizewinner lives in the neighborhood and said they would be back for sure next year.    
 
"I had a great day. I enjoyed seeing everyone all dressed up. The choir was lovely & the holiday 
music was such a nice touch.  It’s no wonder that the Dickens Festival has such a great 
reputation."   
 
 "Thank you again for such a wonderful event!   Already looking forward to next year!” 
 
“I was so happy to be a part of the fair this year. Everyone was so nice."  
 

 

Holiday Offerings 
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From the Treasurer:   
 
Thank you for considering a special year-end holiday contribution to All Souls Church.   For those 
who have made an annual pledge to All Souls Church, I hope to provide you with a report of 
your payments against your FY 2022-2023 pledge thus far for your planning purposes, but, 
because of my time constraints, I can't guarantee that I will be able to get a report to everyone 
before the end of the year. If you want to be sure to get your individualized report in December, 
please e-mail or call me directly or contact the church office (phone or email) to request that 
your report be given the highest priority.  To assist you in preparing your taxes, I will issue a 2022 
calendar year statement in January to everyone on record who has made a financial 
contribution to All Souls.     
 
Your consistent financial support helps All Souls Church thrive and continue to strive to make a 
difference in the world.  Thank you! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
Mary Mitchell 
 
 

Services and Spiritual Celebrations 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 04, 2022 
Food for the Soul! 

Parish Hall 
 

We are giving our tech volunteers the day off! 
In lieu of a traditional Sunday service, everyone is invited to attend 

a Potluck Sunday Brunch at 10:30 AM instead! 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 
‘Tis a Gift to Be Simple 

Rev. Beau Rivers 
As we enter the holiday season and prepare to reunite 

with family and friends, we are inundated with advertisements that promise 
a future of happiness if only we purchase a particular item. 

Where do we find true happiness?  Can it be bought? 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022 
Love That Lets Go 

Rev. Elizabeth Nguyen 
 

There is so much going on in the big and little picture of our lives. 
We do not know how it all turns out. Many things are very hard, 
and many things are possible. We’ll explore how love can be 

the gravity that guides us as we let go of certainty and 
ride the waves of life as it emerges. 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Nguyen is a Midwesterner at heart, lives in Massachusetts 
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and is learning all the time about liberation, solidarity, courage, and cowardice. 
She is a Unitarian Universalist minister and a Migrant Justice Organizer with 
Community Justice Exchange and previously did faith-based justice work 

and youth organizing. 

 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2022 
Candlelight Service 

Rev. Beau Rivers 
Join us for our annual Candlelight Service as we 

honor and celebrate the winter holidays of Kwanza, Hanukkah, 
Christmas, Winter Solstice, and Yule! 

 
No service on December 25 

 
 

Coffee Hour 

  

 
 
   

Book Group 
 

Please join us online after Sunday 
service for virtual coffee hour. A 
time to socialize and connect with 
one another. Join us in person in the 
parish hall for food and fellowship 
coffee hour.  We need volunteers to 
keep the ministry of coffee hour 
alive. 
 
If you would like to help, Sign up is 
online at this link. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/g... 
Thank you. 

https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yMDg4NTQ3NjU1MjcyNjMzNTY5JmM9aDFhMSZlPTE5MjgmYj0xMDQ0MTI0MjAxJmQ9aDRnN2Izdw==.UgEj9CHdkaBXqupN8v_PDa3A_i__lNcK7gbYHrjlrhs
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Plan to attend the Book Discussion Group Zoom gathering at 7 PM on Tuesday, December 6 for 
community and conversation.   
  

Tuesday, December 6, 7 pm.   I Wrote this for You by Iain S Thomas.   

This unique book is divided into four parts: Sun, Moon, Stars, and Rain.  It is a collection of beautiful 
photographs, messages and poems that create a personal and powerful experience for many of 
its readers.   Plan to spend some time with the book and then come share how you were 
affected by it.    

Tuesday, January 3, 7 pm     The Song of Achilles: A Novel by Madeline Miller 

This 2011 debut novel by Madeline Miller retells Homer’s The Iliad from the point of view of 
Patroclus.  It won the prestigious Orange Prize for Fiction, which recognizes the literary 
achievement of female writers, and was a New York Times bestseller.  It was also named a 
Stonewall Book Award Honor Book.   

If you are interested in either of these books, you are welcome to join in our gathering whether or 
not you have read them.  Plan to attend on Zoom on Tuesday, December 6 and again at 7 PM 
on Tuesday, January 3.   

For the Book Discussion Group 

Mary Mitchell 

 

 
Social Action / Environment Committee Notes  

 
The Social Action and Environment Committee is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, December 13 
at 7:15 pm on Zoom. 
 
 

Connection Circles 

 
Connection Circles provide a time to check in with old friends and welcome new friends in 
conversation.   
 
Meetings on Zoom are held weekly on Thursday afternoons from 3:30 – 5:00 pm ET.   Each 
meeting usually incorporates equal time for open conversation and a set topic for discussion.   
Your ideas for circle topics and/or your interest in presenting and leading a circle theme are 
welcome.   Topics for December have not been chosen yet, but we plan to submit the topics via 
All Souls weekly e-mails throughout the month if possible.  December meeting dates will be: 
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December 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.   
 

You are invited to attend as you are able, to share your wit, wisdom, and willingness to connect 
with others.   
 
Mary Mitchell, Connection Circle Coordinator 
 
 

A Message from the Board of Trustees 

 As the holidays approach, the Board has been considering the future of All Souls in a number of 
ways.  We continue to discuss options going forward with an eye to congregational needs as well 
as finances.  We endorsed the proposal (made by Don Swanson through the Sunday Service 
Committee) to do a 3 month trial of a Sunday experience to be called Food for the Soul. This 
would be a Sunday morning potluck with a discussion theme in lieu of a worship service. The first 
one is scheduled for Sunday December 4. More information will be forthcoming through the 
Sunday Service and Music Committee.  We hope to see you there.  

We are also considering proposals/ideas for ongoing and future formal ministry.  

Rev Beau has shared an idea for a formal Earth Day presentation from a representative from the 
local Wampanoag tribe. This would be open to the public. The Board endorsed having Rev Beau 
go forward with inquires about this topic.  

In an effort to improve communication, the Board clerk will be sending approved Board minutes 
to Maggy to post on the member site for your review.  

We wish all of you a joyous and healthy holiday with much love, feasting, friendship and 
relaxation amidst the bustle of this holiday season. 

Linda Steiner, clerk  

The Minister’s Corner 
  

WINTER WEATHER MEDITATION 

Rev. Jonalu Johnstone 

Winter weather can be seen as gift or curse. 
The curse is easy to see in ruined plans, 
icy falls, fender-benders, cabin fever. 

The gift may be harder to find. 
There are new kinds of beauty 

before us in the still, clear 
starkness of a winter blanket, 

the glisten of icy crystals. 
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There is wonder before us. 

Our everyday landscape transformed. 
And what about the wonder of snowstorms, 

that cancel everything from meetings, 
to school, to work, allowing time to extend, 

and reminding us of the gift of time with 
no particular expectations or assignments, 

with no place to go and no one to see. 
 

A time for dreaming, perhaps, or 
music, or reading, or silence. 
A time for reconnecting with 
precious people we live with, 

and sometimes drift away from 
in the clatter of normal routine. 

 
Time may be the most special gift 
we have in these days, if we are 
ready to make something of it. 

 
David Rankin reminds us, 

There must be a time when we cease 
speaking to be fully present with ourselves. 

There must be a time when we exclude 
clamor by listening to nothing whatsoever. 

There must be a time when we forgo 
our plans as if we had no plans at all. 

There must be a time when we abandon 
conceits and tap into a deeper wisdom. 

There must be a time when we stop 
striving and find the peace within. 

 
May this wonder of altered time, 

come as a blessing, to us all. 
 

Rev. Beau 

  

 

 Writing Group 
 

The All Souls Writing Group meets the last Wednesday of each month at 4 pm on Zoom except 
when holidays conflict with our dates. 
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We start with check ins -- everyone discusses their lives for a couple of minutes 
We light a chalice to bring the group together 
Quotes that are chosen for the writing topic are read to the group 
Everyone reads their amazing written pieces to the group 
Group gets to give their praise or constructive criticism about the written pieces that have been 
read 
Close out together with a group writing exercise about prompts that are chosen for next month’s 
writing topic  
 
 December 28, 2022 at 4 pm on Zoom - I miss the days when I could… 
 

Christmas Gift Giving 

 
We are collecting gifts for children in foster care with HopeWell in Taunton. Katie Weitbrecht 

(Diana Althouse's granddaughter) will be collecting gifts as part of her master’s program in social 
work. The list follows. Please speak to Diana at church, text or phone before purchasing gifts to 

avoid duplication. All donations should be brought to the church or dropped off at Diana's home 
by December 11. The gifts should be unwrapped. 

Thank you. 
 

NAME   AGE  ASKING FOR                  IDEA OF WHERE TO FIND 
 
Brody  19  Amazon gift card 
Anthony 18  Amazon gift card 
Bryce  17  Amazon gift card 
Jasmin  17  Michael’s gift card 
Alex  15  Champs or Nike gift card 
Chris                  12 Kids grade school Jumpman two trey  

Basketball shoes size 6                        Footlocker  
Nathan             11 Beyblade burst turbo slingshock 
 Battle set                                     Amazon 
Antonio              7 Minecraft The Guardian Lego set                 Walmart 
Avery                  4 Huffy 18” sea star bike metallic purple         Walmart 
William                3 KidKraft round storage table and chairs     Amazon 
Victoria               3 LOL Surprise tweens babysitting  
 Sleepover party            Target 
Vivian                  3 Amazon Fire kids  pink        Amazon or Kohl’s 
James                 1                      Vtech Explore and Write                         Target 

 

 

Wider Community 
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Lauren McGrath has shared this notice of a concert she is participating in Saturday, December 3 
at 4 pm at the First Congregational Church in Braintree, a lovely local community event which 
folks might want to support. Tickets are $20 at the door or online bcswinter2022.bpt.me 

 
 
 
The Rev. Barbara Dingwall Mills, Minister of the UU Church of 
Weymouth asked that we share word of their upcoming 
Community Candlelight Service on Friday, December 23 at 7 
pm. Attendees are asked to bring a canned good for the 
Weymouth Food Pantry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Office 
 

http://bcswinter2022.bpt.me/
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Join the All Souls Conversation on Facebook  

 https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsChurchBraintree/    

   All Souls on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/ascbraintree 

All Souls on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQ_YDoztOcH9Y7Erb20nUA 

  

 

Please be assured that I constantly monitor for phone 
and email messages and will respond as quickly as 
possible.  Email me at allsoulsbraintree@gmail.com or 
ascbraintree@gmail.com   Voicemails left on the 
office phone come directly to my email.  ~ Maggy  

 

https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsChurchBraintree/
https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsChurchBraintree/
https://www.instagram.com/ascbraintree
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQ_YDoztOcH9Y7Erb20nUA
mailto:allsoulsbraintree@gmail.com
mailto:ascbraintree@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsChurchBraintree/�
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P.O. Box 850219 
Braintree, MA 02185-0219 
            

 
  
office@allsoulsbraintree.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chimes – December 2022 

 

Calendar Highlights  

All our meetings, connection circles, groups and services are accessible online at this time on Zoom UNLESS 
otherwise noted https://zoom.us/j/96571006038 

Connection Circles: Thursday at 3:30 pm,  December 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 on Zoom 
Food for the Soul Brunch: Sunday, December 4 10:30 am to 12 noon in place of Sunday service 

Book Group: Tuesday, December 6 at 7 pm on Zoom 
Service and Music Committee: Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30 pm on Zoom 

Social Action Committee: Tuesday, December 13 at 7:15 pm on Zoom 
Board of Trustees: Wednesday, December 14 at 7 pm on Zoom 

Pot Luck Supper: Saturday, December 17 at 6 pm in the Parish Hall 
Christmas Eve Service: Saturday, December 24 at 6 pm* (* time is tentative) 

No Service on Sunday, December 25 
Writing Group: Wednesday, December 28 at 4 pm on Zoom 
Chimes Submission deadline: Friday, December 23 at 6 pm 

mailto:office@allsoulsbraintree.org

